Learning Twi: Lessons from a Minerva
Exploration Grant
Why Twi
Language learning is integral when doing
projects abroad, especially if the first language
of the community you are entering is not your
first language.
I won the Davis Fellowship for Peace Grant, a
national fellowship to implement a project
anywhere in the world.
My project is called Empowering
Entrepreneurship, in which I will teach a
vocational school, Stitching Talents, how to
start and run their own seamstress businesses.
The school is located in Egyam, Ghana.

The town’s first language is Twi, a language
spoken by almost 20 million people in Ghana
and the Ivory Coast. Of Twi speakers, it is
spoken as a first or second language.
I wanted to learn the Twi language to help
ease the burden of translating, and I was
awarded the Minerva Exploration Grant to do
just that. Through this funding, I was able to
pay for 10 Twi language classes. I pursued
these lessons to help me better communicate
with the Egyam community and show a
respect for their culture as an outsider.
Twi is a beautiful language, rooted in
directness, clarity, and complexity. Twi’s
tonality is the most difficult part for a nonnative speaker to grasp, and I hope one day to
go to Egyam and develop this fluency.
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About The Classes
My language courses were taught by a
woman named Wendy, a native Twi speaker
living in London, England.
Her services were provided through the
Ghanaian Language School, an online
tutoring service dedicated to increasing the
prevalence and fluency of indigenous
Ghanaian languages.
My classes were 1 hour in length each, and
they were video recorded for my reviewing
convenience. I was given handouts and
homework to better ensure learning, and
Wendy was patient as I stumbled through
pronunciation. She helped me craft relevant
sentences and language vocabulary that I
would need for my Empowering
Entrepreneurship lessons.
Wendy told me notes on cultural sensitivity,
such as what not to ask, how to approach
strangers, and how to respond when asked
certain questions.

Lastly, she also taught me beautiful linguistic
facts, shown below.

